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STUDENTS MARCH
FOR ‘OCCUPY’
Protesters join
Gamecocks
in campus rally
Caroline Baity

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Occupy Columbia”
protesters joined students
and faculty on a march
through campus the day
after police arrested 19
who remained on t he
Statehouse grounds after
Gov. Nik k i Haley’s 6
p.m. curfew. The march,
organized by students
on t he t wo-mont h
anniversar y of t he
“Occupy Wall Street”

protests in New York
City, was both a response
to Haley’s evict ion of
their fellow protesters
and a celebration of the
movement’s National Day
of Action.
“We spread it, put it on
the ‘Occupy’ Facebook
wall,” fourth-year English
and g raph ic desig n
s t ude nt B e c c a D u n n
said. “It was primarily in
support of [the arrested
Columbia protesters] and
in support of the national
movement.”
D u n n sa id she a nd
fellow st udents Aaron
Nicholas and Delaney

M ills had primarily
organized the event.
“A a ron a nd I were
talking about it, because
after I got out of class
[ Wed nesday] n ight, I
saw a lot of my friends
got ar rested at t he
Statehouse,” Dunn said.
Though only two were
Dunn’s close friends, she
said she and her fellow
protesters were frustrated
by the fact the reasons
for the arrests were “so
illegitimate.”
M i l l s , a t h i rd-yea r
anthropolog y student,
OCCUPY ● A2

Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC students organized a march through campus to the Statehouse in support of
the “Occupy Columbia” movement Thursday afternoon, stopping at Thomas Cooper
Library and the Russell House along the way in an attempt to garner more support.

Library seeks $15,000 from class Capital Renewal Plan
of 2012 for study room technology sets $4.2 million for
Senior Legacy Campaign
to help build endowment
fund for renovations
Kathryn Kranjc

KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

W it h t heir f i nal semester
not yet begun, 2012 graduates
are already receiving their first
donation solicitations from the
Office of Annual Giving.
T he Sen ior Cla ss Leg ac y
Campaign is calling on each
member of the class of 2012 to
donate $20.12 for study room
technology renovations.
Cellphone service, ergonomic
furniture, new computers and
other updates will be introduced
to the Thomas Cooper Library
over the next few years, but these

Friday
57°

35°

Saturday
64°

44°

addit ions won’t come cheap.
Cel lphone ser v ice w i l l cost
almost $45,000 to accomplish,
a replacement PA system will
be another $12,000 and the cost
of recarpeting a single floor is
$175,000, according to Dean of
Libraries Tom McNally.
In order to offset these costs,
the library is hoping to solicit at
least $15,000 through next year’s
campaign. The collaboration
between the Office of Annual
Giving and USC Libraries began
in 2008 and has collected more
than $35,000 for the librar y,
according to Assistant Director
of Annual Giving Steve Farwick.
Most of t his money, along
with endowments from private
donors, alumni gifts and state and
university allocations, has gone to
the library’s most recent repairs,

including a full exterior face-lift,
renovations of the lower-f loor
study rooms — paid for by $1
million alotted by the board of
trustees — a refurnishing of the
mezzanine and replacements for
the building’s drinking fountains.
McNally said library repairs in
the past five years have totaled
$9.1 million.
“The reality is libraries are
changing dramatically because
students used us in different ways
than we used to,” McNally said.
“We have to change constantly.
Over one million people come
through the library every year,
and we’re doing our best to
respond and keep up with student
requests.”
Study rooms and new furniture

Benson restoration

Building may be repurposed
for academic space, official says
Thad Moore

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Benson School, a university-owned Bull Street building
in need of repair, may soon be renovated and restored to
its historic form, according to Tom Quasney, USC’s
associate vice president for facilities.
Plans for the school are not yet set, but the university’s
Capital Renewal Plan, which provides a timeline for
completing a number of deferred maintenance projects
on campus, set a $4.2 million price tag for the building’s
renovation. The source of those funds has not yet been
determined.
According to Ed Walton, USC’s chief financial officer,
where that money would come from won’t be known
until the project is brought to him or the university’s
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Josh Turner show

FDA donor ban

Change of colors

The country artist comes home to
South Carolina for a
free concert at the
Coliseum Thursday.

Senior columnist
Michael Lambert
takes on the FDA’s
lifetime deferral of gay
male blood donors.

For one day, USC
golfer Katie Rose
Higgins will be trading her garnet for
blue.

See page A5

See page A4

See page B1
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College of HRSM collects NASCAR gift
$40,000 scholarship donation honors
late Gamecock athlete at SEVT conference
Derek Legette

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The NASCAR Foundation gave $40,000 to
USC’s sport and entertainment management
depa r t ment T hu r sday du r i ng t he Spor t
Entertainment and Venues Tomorrow conference
at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center.
The foundation donated the money, designated
for scholarship f unds, to honor t he late Jim
Hunter, who played football for the university
before establishing a lengthy NASCAR career
during which he served as NASCAR vice president
of corporate communications, a founding board
member of the NASCAR Foundation, president
of Darlington Raceway and a member of the
motorsports media.
“Jim Hunter was on our board of directors, and

because of his legacy and background here at the
university, the family felt that it was fitting for
them to choose this as one of the charities,” said
the foundation’s senior marketing coordinator
Jennifer George.
Jim Hunter was a tailback and tight end for
USC and also played baseball for the Gamecocks,
according to Matt McKernan , Hunter’s son-inlaw and a 1988 USC graduate.
He added that Hunter also played a role in
lobbying between South Carolina and NASCAR.
“One of t he hallmark s of h is success was
his ability to really connect with people, build
relationships,” McKernan said. “He was always
focused on helping others.”
Now the money that commemorates Hunter
will indeed be helping sport and entertainment
management students afford their education.
The money will give a continued opportunity
for students who wouldn’t have the chance to
study in the sport and entertainment management
depa r t ment , sa id A ndy Gi l lent i ne, t he

department’s chair.
“It’s going to give what Jim would’ve wanted,”
he said.
Still, Gillentine doesn’t know the specifics on
how the money will be distributed to students.
“I’m not positive on how much we can give year
one, year two, year three — but I do know that
even if it’s anywhere from $500 to $2,500 ... it’s a
great thing,” he said.
The department’s scholarship committee and
university fi nancial services will determine how
much the department can allot ever y year to
maintain the fund. Gillentine hopes the fund will
gain further contribution over the years.
“I think it’ll continue to grow, because there
are so many people that felt so strongly about
Jim,” Gillentine said. “I think people will want to
continue to honor his memory this way.”

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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Gamecocks lose
on penalty kicks
T h e U S C m e n ’s s o c c e r
team lost to Wake Forest on
Thursday — twice.
Af ter regulation and an
overtime period were unable to
break a 1-1 tie in the opening
round of the 2011 College Cup at
Stone Stadium, the Gamecocks
and Demon Deacons headed to
penalty kicks.
After that resulted in both
te a m s r e m a i n i n g t i e d , t h e
match headed to sudden death
penalty kicks.
Wa ke c o nve r te d i t s f i r s t
kick. Then USC’s J.P. Rafferty
missed his to seemingly give
Wake Forest the win.
But as the Deacons
we r e c e l e b r a t i n g, R a f fe r t y
successfully argued that the
Wake keeper moved early and
was awarded a re-kick. But
Raffer ty then missed again,
giving the Deacons the win.
USC finishes its season with
a record of 9-7-2. Wake Forest
will travel to No. 14 James
Madison on Sunday for the
second round.
— From Staff Reports

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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said the students quickly rallied to pick up where
those who were arrested left off.
“Becca and Aaron made the Facebook event last
night after the arrests at the Statehouse,” Mills said.
“I thought it was a great idea. I made phone calls and
sent emails to ‘Occupy Columbia.’”
Mills printed about 100 fliers to hand out around
campus.
“We went to public areas on campus and used the
people’s mic (a call-and-response chanting method
commonly used in the ‘Occupy’ protests) to get
people’s attention,” Mills said.
What was once a protest against the government’s
favored treatment of the top 1 percent of citizens
seemed to have become a fight for constitutional
rights; Mills said the eviction Wednesday night
represented “free speech being squashed.”
As the crowd marched through campus on its way
to the Statehouse, it stopped in front of the library,
inside Russell House and outside Gambrell Hall. All
the while participants anxiously predicted what might
happen at the Statehouse when 6 p.m. rolled around
that night.
But despite the expectations of many, Thursday
night ended peacefully.
“Let’s give these guys a break and go across the
street,” one protester shouted as if granting a favor
to the police, who at 6:07 p.m. were stationed on the
Statehouse steps.
Several people decided to remain behind on the
grounds, expecting arrest. But they ran no risk as
long as they weren’t protesting, according to criminal
defense attorney Tristan Shaffer, who was present in
case one of his clients needed him.
“There isn’t a 6 p.m. law against being on the state
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grounds and just standing around talking,” Shaffer
said. “[The police] know who is protesting and who
to arrest. It’s selective enforcement of the law and it’s
not right.”
Graduate library science student Scott West
said the protesters have worked with Statehouse
landscapers in order to assure the land is maintained,
and called Haley’s accusation that toilet paper was left
on the grounds “completely untrue.”
Shaffer agreed, saying Haley’s actions and
reasoning were politically motivated.
“Nikki Haley and the Department of Public Safety
have completely ignored constitutional rights,”
Shaffer said. “There won’t be any basis for the arrests
made last night.”
Protesters who had moved to the opposite side of
Main Street continued to brandish their signs. One
man held a poster board with “I have a job” written
on it with a permanent marker.
“This sign says the direct opposite of what people
have been saying to and about us,” said Wayne
Borders, a waiter and model. “I do have a job. I have
two, actually.”
Of the 300 cities that have been occupied in the past
couple months, many have removed protesters from
public property for health and sanitation concerns,
rising crime, fire hazards and security deterioration.
Adre Smith, owner of a local heating and aircondition company, refused to leave the Statehouse
grounds at 6 p.m., despite the cajoling of his friends.
“This infringement upon our rights is the new
American epidemic, and it won’t be stood for,” Smith
said.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

board of trustees.
T h e R e n e w a l Pl a n
slates the building for
renovation in fiscal year
2013.
What would go in the
facility, which currently
houses the Department
of Environmental Health
and Safety, the College of
Social Work’s Center for
Child and Family Studies
and the Benson Theatre,
was also unclear.
The plans, said
Quasney, are still being
set, but Benson could
eventually provide more
much-needed academic or
staff space.
“A c adem ic space i s
near/at capacity,” Quasney
wrote in an email, “so we
are looking at every way
possible to maximize what
we have in our current
facility inventory.”
That space, said Vice
Provo st a nd Dea n of
Undergraduate Studies
Helen Doer pi nghau s,
could come from
const r uct ing a new
classroom building or
repurposing other
buildings on campus to
hold classes and labs, but
work ing wit h ex ist ing
structures is often the
preferable choice.
“Repurposing a
building can be expensive,
but you’re not having to
purchase land, and it’s
sometimes easier to get
t hrough t he plan n ing
process,” she said. “Use
what we have to the max
— that’s the first thing we
do — and build what we
need.”
O v e r t he ne x t f e w
months, Facilities will
discuss plans w it h
other departments and
stakeholders in the project
before a more finalized
plan is ready in February
or March of next year.
A mong those groups
a r e t he d e p a r t m e nt s
currently housed in the

bu ild i ng. Of f icia ls i n
those programs had not
yet heard of the plans
when they were contacted
Wednesday.
According to Cynthia
Flynn, interim director
of the Center for Child
and Family Studies, this
is not the first time plans
for Ben son h ad b een
bandied about; she had
heard of plans in the past,
ranging from renovation
to demolition.
The prevailing thought,
s he s a id , h a s s h i f t e d
more recently to support
historic restoration over
demolition. The property
was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places
in October 2009.
In either case, she said,
“we’re prepared to move
in t he not-too-distant
future.”
In the meantime, the
building will receive a new
roof, which is a concern as
it currently has with issues
with leaking.
The project is set to
“s t a r t a ny d ay now,”
Quasney said, and will
be funded with $200,000
f rom a one -t i me $11
million fund that USC
received this year from
the General Assembly for
renovations.
A total of $3.4 million
from that sum has been
allocated to repair the
roof s of 10 bu i ld i ng s
around campus.
It’s the first in what
appears a series of
upcoming changes
a nd ma i ntena nce to
t he Benson School,
which was built in the
early 1950s for AfricanAmerican students during
segregation.
“ We ’ v e g o t t o d o
somet hing wit h it; we
know that,” Quasney said.
“It needs a lot of love.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
news

LIBRARY ● Continued from A1
have been in highest demand, McNally said, as the
library has become a hub for group study.
Through class legacy donations, alumni gifts and
estate plans, McNally hopes to create an official
endowment fund to pay for yearly additions and
renovations. The library currently works on a total
budget of $15 million , but employee salaries and
new resources whittle that amount down to about $1
million for needed repairs.
This year’s senior class will mean thousands of
letters for McNally to personally sign, but he has high
hopes that this year will rope in the largest amount
received from a class so far. Annual collections from
the Legacy Campaign have nearly doubled from
$6,700 at the end of 2008 to about $12,000 at the end
of 2010. So far, the class of 2011, the last of whom will
graduate this December, has raised $11,458, according
to Farwick. Whether the increasing giving trend
continues depends on how much students notice the
renovations.
The “Leave Your Mark at USC” email is still sitting
in fourth-year political science student Anna Janosik’s
inbox. She said that although she doesn’t use the
library much for studying, she’s hasn’t ruled out giving
up $20.12 before heading off to graduate school.
“The tech lounge has definitely improved the most
since I’ve been here,” Janosik said. “They’ve done a
good job in working with the space they already have.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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MARCH OF DIMES
WORLD PREMATURITY DAY

Kelsey Phillips / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ugg!
It’s time:
The new fall boots
are here.
Let the ﬂeet of foot
ﬁnd the ﬂeece
(and in your size).

roundrobindevine.com

Pu r p l e b a ll o o n s a n d a t te nti o n - g r a b b i n g
photographs of frail baby faces decorated Greene
Street Thursday afternoon as a reminder of the
13 million babies worldwide whose lives may be
threatened because they were born too soon.
Phi Beta Lambda business fraternity honored
World Prematurity Day by raising awareness for the
March of Dimes, a national organization aiming to
prevent premature birth defects and infant mortality.
According to March of Dimes Community Director
Jacquelyne Nuovo, South Carolina has one of the
highest premature birth rates in the U.S., with one
out of seven births occurring too early.
Passing students could show their support by
placing a purple or pink handprint along with their
signature on a mural that will be donated to the
neonatal intensive care unit at Palmetto Health.
“This is our first real event on campus,” Phi Beta
Lambda President Donald Iorio said. “We’ve had
hundreds come through ... A lot of students have
said that they’ve been affected, either because they
were born prematurely or because they have friends
or family who were. Prematurity affects so many
people.”
Iorio said Phi Beta Lambda’s purpose was to
increase awareness of prematurity, but the
organization will be raising funds during the spring
semester for the March of Dimes 2012 March for
Babies in April.
— Compiled by Kathryn Kranjc,
Assistant News Editor
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Students epitomize
spirit of civil protest
Faculty and students marched around
campus and to the Statehouse Thursday
to show support for “Occupy Wall Street”
members, recently ousted from their camps
across the nation. This march came as a
reaction to Gov. Nikki Haley’s restriction
of “Occupy Columbia” activities to daytime
hours, effectively
“What makes d i s m i s s i n g t h e
ability
us even more protesters’
to “occupy” t he
proud is that capitol grounds.
We w a n t t o
this march
congratulate
was carried
those in the USC
communit y who
out without
p a r t ic ip at e d i n
incident or
this march. We’re
excited to see
violence.”
students answering
t heir personal calls to social act ion,
exercising their First Amendment rights and
engaging in political discourse. Though the
tactics of that engagement may be a topic of
disagreement and discord, the fundamental
spirit behind protest never changes. As the
current college-age generation, we often
grasp for something that gives us both
passion and the will to express our views.
For some, Occupy is that something.
What makes us even more proud, though,
is that this march was carried out without
incident or violence and that it followed
the rules Haley set forth in her speech.
The news from this week has contained
startling accounts of police crackdowns,
protester resistance and, in general, conduct
that endangers both the message of this
movement and the safety of its participants.
This march was an example of protest
within the rule of law.
At the end of the day, civility is the name
of the game. It is the quality that should be
the defining light of what it means to be a
Gamecock, no matter where our passions
might lie. The fact that students had the
drive and courage to organize this event,
in so short of a time, as well as the respect
necessary to make it a successful expression
of civil protest, makes it an event USC
should be proud of.

Blood donor ban reinforces prejudice
FDA continues policy
of deferring gay males
Friday marks the last day of the
Carolina–Clemson blood drive, the
rivalry-turned-charity event that has
become a tradition for USC. This
tradition should be a point of pride
for all of us, Gamecock and Tiger
alike, as the drive remains the largest
in the state. More than 6,000 pints
were donated last year between the two
campuses — an inspiring statistic given
the serious nature of blood shortages in
this country.
Given all the good
it does, t here can be
absolutely not h ing
wrong with this type of
event, right? Right —
except for the fact that
healthy, gay men are still
Michael
banned for life from ever
Lambert
Third-year
giving blood.
French student
A n y o r g a n i z at io n
that takes blood
must conform to the rules for blood
donation set down by the Food and
Dr ug Administ rat ion, an agenc y
that currently “defers” gay men from
donat ing, no matter t heir sex ual
practices or health. If a man has had
sex with another man since 1977, then
that man is at an increased risk of HIV
infection. Period. No waiting period;
one time is all it takes.
This policy is horrible outdated.
The prejudice shown in linking HIV
and gay males should have died back
in the ’80s and ’90s. While gay men
are at a high risk for infection, the
very fact of having gay male sex does
not immediately translate to HIV
infection. We are no longer living
in the days of the “gay plague.” HIV

does not discriminate between sexual
preferences; it kills without regard to
what penetrates what. The weight of
HIV transmission should not fall on a
single group or identity but on sexual
practices as a whole and the safety of
those who engage in sex.
The FDA itself even admits that “the
risk of getting HIV from a transfusion
or a blood product has been nearly
eliminated in the United States” due
to today’s testing procedures. Not the
questionnaire, mind you — the actual
blood test. The Red Cross supports
a revision of the policy, and on many
occasions, technicians will let gay men
donate — turning a deaf ear to what
was said for the questionnaire. Other
gay men simply lie.
With this type of de facto resistance
against the policy, why should we
still care about changing it? Like
any other needlessly discriminatory
policy, it sends a message: Gay men
are tainted. Instead of being normal
members of a community, they are
connected with a life-ending disease,
not to mention other stereotypes of
promiscuity and outright pedophilia.
The policy continues to reinforce these
associations between gay men and
dangerous, unhealthy habits, as well
as denying the ability to participate in
a charitable act alongside their straight
peers.
The FDA should support the Red
Cross’s call for a one-year deferral
period. While in no way perfect, this
solution is a step in the right direction
and would allow for an increase in blood
donation. The revocation of this policy,
like that of “don’t ask, don’t tell,” will be
one of many steps our generation takes
to rid itself of the stigmas surrounding
homosexuality and its participation in
our communities.

Thursday I did something I’ve
never done before: I marched for
human rights. It was a fantastic
turnout. Students, professors
and citizens alike gathered on
the Horseshoe and marched
across campus to the Statehouse,
where on Wed nesday G ov.
Nikki Haley instituted a 6 p.m.
curfew for people taking part
i n t he “Occ upy Colu mbia”
movement.
I ’m con f u s ed ab out how
ex ac t ly law of f icia ls wou ld
enforce this direct violation of
the First Amendment, which
allows citizens to peacefully
a s semble. Even t ho se who
don’t agree with “Occupy Wall
Street” should agree there is
absolutely no clause putting time
constraints on citizens’ rights.
Haley claimed the occupiers
cost the state $17,000. I wonder
how much that Christmas tree
costs taxpayers.
Regardless, exercising my
r ig ht s T hu r s d a y h a s b e e n
one of the most exhilarating
experiences I’ve ever had. So
many showed support. Some
obser vers looked conf used,
while others openly disagreed.
That didn’t stop us, and it never
will.
Like it or not, the political
system is broken. Those against
“Occupy Wall Street” typically
claim it is nothing more than
a lef t-w i ng l ibera l agenda.
Those people are still stuck in
the farce that pits the people
against one another based on
a n over si mpl if ied pol it ic a l
partisanship.
This is a populist movement of
global proportions. From Cairo
to Tok yo , people are tak ing
the streets back, demanding
their government take action
against the real ruling class: the
financial institutions.
I’m fi nding my voice for the
fi rst time, and I must ask all of
you: Where is yours?
— Aaron Gadbury, fourth-year
English student

Language skills remain vital to world market
US can only stay competitive
through multicultural awareness
The change that comes with studying abroad
— switching from the familiarity of the U.S. to
the unknown of a foreign country — is a strange
feeling. Surprisingly enough, that strange feeling
doesn’t arise from being in a different culture or
seeing different people or adhering to foreign
customs. The real reason is that, no matter where
I am, I never seem to be all that far away from
America.
It’s certainly an eye-opener. All of my classes, save
for my language classes, are taught in English. Most
of these classes are also comprised of local Hong
Kong students. I’ve met exchange students from
France, Norway, the Netherlands, South Africa and
Israel. Nearly all of them can speak, at the very least,
three or four languages. I visited the Philippines this
weekend — a poverty-stricken mess of a country —
and even there, nearly every single person was able

to comfortably communicate in English.
Being in Asia for more than six months now has
made me realize that we Americans are the cultural
underdogs of the world. That shouldn’t come as a
surprise: We’re often stereotyped as
being arrogant and ignorant, and I
used to resent that a great deal. But
when I see the ordinary 5-year-old
students in my English class speaking
more languages than I can, I can’t help
but wonder why we, as a country, don’t
try just a little harder to be global
Alice
citizens.
Chang
The answer seems simple enough:
Second-year
international
We’ve never had to be. The upside
business student
of being one of the first countries
to develop and achieve stability as
a whole is that we are the world’s pioneers, the
shepherds of the herd. The downside is that we’re
not actively integrating into the world. We’re sitting
back and letting the world integrate into us, and
while that makes our lives easy for now, there’s also

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld b e s ubm it ted v ia em a i l to
g a m e c o c k e d it o r @ s c . e d u . L e t t e r s
must be 200 to 300 words in length

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

something to be said for the cultural awareness
we’re losing while other countries are catching up.
It is no longer enough to justify our lack of
multilingual cultural infusion with “America is
the world power,” because the fact of the matter
is, we can no longer guarantee we will have the
same influence in the coming years. And even if
that fact could be guaranteed, expecting others to
conform to our language and not doing the same in
return would hardly promote unity in the midst of
globalization. Rather, it would only further advocate
hegemony in the global sphere — “Americanization”
rather than “globalization.”
It is crucial that we begin to infuse language
learning into earlier stages of education, and it
is crucial we begin now. Not doing something
“because we don’t have to” is not a good enough
reason. If we want to be a great nation, then we
must be progressive. An integral part of being
progressive is having the ability to actively reach
out and understand others, not depend on others to
understand us.
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Josh Turner plays
for 4,000 at Coliseum
Country artist comes
home to South Carolina
Erin Shaw

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC’s country music fans came out
in force Thursday night in an array
of flannel, florals, plaids and cowboy
boots to hear South Carolina’s own
Josh Turner perform at the Carolina
Coliseum.
Students were lined up outside long
before the 8 p.m. show time for a
chance to score wristbands that would
give them access to coveted f loor
seats. Once those were gone, students
filled the entire half of the Coliseum
sectioned off for the show all the way
up to the top row.
“ We h a v e n’t d o ne a c o u nt r y
demographic for four years,” said
third-year sport and entertainment
management student Jesse Fayne,
a member of Carolina Productions
and the emcee for the event. “Our
committee thought country would be a
good idea and it worked.”
Fayne added that all of the 4,500
tickets for the show had been claimed.
Turner’s artist fee was $50,000,
one of the largest performer fees in
Carolina Productions history. CP
officials estimated 4,000 students
attended the show.
Opening for Turner was Natalie

Stovall, a Nashville, Tenn., native with
a mass of blond hair and a knack for
the violin.
Stovall’s strong voice and rock edge
amped up the audience, especially at
the end of the set when she and her
band played a killer mashup of Led
Zeppelin, Beyoncé, Lynyrd Skynyrd
and Michael Jackson. Ever heard “Free
Bird” on the violin? It’s intense.
Of course, audience members were
still holding out for the sultry voice of
the man of the night — Josh Turner. As
he walked on the stage to start playing
“Firecracker,” fans erupted in cheers,
hoots and hollers.
The two-time Grammy nominee
t hen seg ued into a not her crowd
favorite, “Why Don’t We Just Dance”
as his music video and a live feed of the
show played on three large flat-screens
suspended behind him.
Tu r ne r ’s s i g n at u r e r u m bl i n g
baritone seemed to have all the ladies
screaming and all the guys nodding
their approval. Listening to the lyrics,
you found yourself wanting to be part
of his world where a man takes care of
his woman and knows how to love ’er
right.
For all of the hopeless romantics
in the audience, this struck just the
right chord. For Amanda Givens, a
t h ird-year hotel, rest au ra nt a nd
tourism management student, Turner
is without a doubt one of her favorite
country singers.

Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina native Josh Turner plays for 4,000 USC students, faculty and staff in
the Coliseum Thursday night. Nashville’s Natalie Stowall (above) opened for Turner.
“I was hooked as soon as I heard one
of his most famous songs ‘Long Black
Train,’” Givens said. “Most of his songs
have such upbeat tones to them that
when they come on the radio I can’t
help but turn it up and sing along.”
Givens, along with all of the other
students in attendance, was able to sing
her heart out when Turner eventually
began crooning “Long Black Train,”
bringing in the some largest cheers of

the night.
Throughout the evening, Turner
was able to showcase his voice that is at
the same time seductive and masculine.
Even those who aren’t fans of country
could appreciate the richness of his
voice and his music. And he’s easy on
the ears — and eyes.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Annual holiday kickoff lights up Vista
Columbia restaurants, shops adorn
downtown with Christmas decorations
Mary Cathryn Armstrong
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

W it h t he sw irl of cont rovers y su rrou nding
Penn State , the “Occupy Wall Street” movement
reaching national levels and uncharacteristically high
temperatures hitting the 80-degree mark this week, it
certainly hasn’t been easy to get into the holiday spirit.
But Thursday night, Columbia’s own Vista Guild
nudged the community just a little bit further into
the spirit of the season, brightening up the downtown
streets with its annual holiday kickoff, Vista Lights.
Strolling down Gervais Street on a chilly Thursday
night, it immediately becomes clear why this celebration,
now in its 26th year, has become such a local favorite.
Not only are the majority of restaurant and storefronts
lit up with a variety of twinkling, colorful Christmas
lights, but there is also a wide range of delicious food,
live entertainment and activities to suit just about any
taste.
While some businesses chose to go a more subtle
route with their decorating, a la the simple red and
green lights illuminating the windows of Pearlz, Blue
Marlin, which outfitted its palm trees with an eyecatching display of blue and green.
Even Liberty Tap Room and Grill got in on the
festivities, lining its entranceway with f lickering
Christmas stars. This was, of course, all in efforts to
win the award of best window decoration, an annual
contest that Vista Lights patrons vote on as they wind
their way through the downtown area.
However, holiday lights weren’t the only attraction at
the evening’s celebration. Local restaurant vendors also
served up some of their unique menu items at booths
located throughout the Vista, pairing these warm eats
with choice beer, wine and spirits. While Blue Marlin
doled out its signature shrimp and grits to an eager
line of visitors, Mojitos Tropical Café offered delicious
Cuban sandwiches and empanadas , and the Vista’s
newest establishment, Salsaritas, handed out bags of

warm chips.
Ot her feat ured food items included Mellow
Mushroom’s Kosm ic K arma pizza, LongHorn
Steakhouse lobster-stuffed fillets and beer-steamed
brats from Liberty. Ales and wine were also provided to
the 21-and-up crowd, with anything from Shock Top to
SweetWater available to quench Thursday night thirsts.
Tutti Frutti frozen yogurt also held its grand opening
at the event, pitching half-price yogurts to all new
guests.
Several Vista art galleries and retail shops also opened
their doors for the evening, many of which provided
light refreshments, warm cider or hot chocolate to
patrons trying to beat the evening chill.
Lewis and Clark was one such gallery, inviting locals
into its uncommon studio to catch a glimpse of an
impressive collection of handmade robots, furniture and
lighting. Also open to the public was the Carol Saunders
Gallery, featuring a dazzling assortment of artwork,
jewelry, glassware and accessories.
Some retailers even provided special deals to
shoppers: local outdoors outfitter The Backpacker ran
a special 10-percent-off deal for the entire day and Eye
on Gervais offered 20 percent off any frames or lenses.
Vista Lights also has a reputation for being a familyfriendly event, and this year’s celebration did not
disappoint, supplying a medley of activities specifically
tailored for the younger visitors.
Liberty Tap Room set up a stand for children (and a
few adults) to decorate sugar cookies in a green and red
holiday-themed icing. There was also a fire pit burning
brightly to roast marshmallows and handcraft one of the
most well-known kid favorite snacks: s’mores.
Kid-friendly indie rockers Lunch Money also kicked
off the live entertainment for the evening, running
through a set list of family favorite songs on a stage set
up next to Blue Marlin. Santa Claus himself was even on
hand at the Marble Slab Creamery to visit with the little
ones and start taking early Christmas requests.
Other Vista Lights entertainment was also on tap for
the evening, including a fashion show put on by Bella
Vista Bridal on Gervais as well as cover band rockers
Bandkamp.

Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Vista’s restaurants and shops took to the streets
Thursday night. Models wore select fashions as well.
And although the traditional tree lighting, usually
done by Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin , was
originally scheduled to be held in the middle of the
night’s festivities, the lighting of the Statehouse tree will
instead be held after the Thanksgiving holidays.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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Rolling Stone Bar creates vibe in Rosewood
Owner sets new
spot’s scene
with location
Mary Cathryn Armstrong
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Speeding down Rosewood
Drive, it’s not hard to overlook
the small building occupying
space at No. 1332. With its
peeling paint and chipping
corners, it’s hard to imagine
it as the home of Columbia’s
newest bar, let alone a grinding
rock and roll joint.
But t hat’s just what t he
Rolling Stone Bar is, and to
hear owner Jimmy Phillips
describe it, it won’t be long
before a l l of Colu mbia is
spending the night jamming
with close friends and familiar
strangers there.
Hoping to set the bar apart
from the various strings of
others in the Five Points and
Vista areas, Phillips chose
to settle into the Rosewood
location for its strikingly unique
v ibe t hat g ive s Colu mbia
residents and USC students
an alternative experience to
the norm. Seeing such huge
successes with annual events
like the Rosewood Crawfish
Festival as well as several new
businesses opening doors in
the community, Phillips says
Rosewood will soon be a hub
for a t hriv ing arts, music,
restaurant and bar scene.
“I’ve always had my eye on
this location,” said Phillips,
who has had his hand in the
business for some years now.
“It is a stand-alone location,
like a concrete island nestled
beneath some great old trees,
with a tin roof and some good
green space. There is a feeling
of serenity and independence
here.”
So why “Rolling Stone”?
After all, it is a little risk y
to take ha nds w it h a t it le

associated wit h one of t he
world’s most legendary rock
bands, as well as a publication
that has had its finger on the
pulse of the music industry for
almost 45 years now. However,
it is this tie to rock and roll pop
culture that immediately drew
Phillips to fi rst the name and
then the initial concept for the
bar. Stating that his ultimate
goal was to choose a brand
that would reach people on a
deeper level and across several
generations, Phillips also drew
upon his former years at the
University of South Carolina
to cultivate an idea that was
just beginning to take root in
his mind.
“W hen I was a junior at
USC, I read ‘The Myth of
Sisyphus’ by Albert Camus,
and the story screamed truth to
me about the human condition,
and I’ve always drawn meaning
from the idea and image of
an individual and the rolling
stone,” Phillips said. “So, the
origins for me personally have
roots that transcend popular
understanding of the brand.
The important thing is that it
reaches people in a meaningful
way, whatever it means to them.
Ultimately, it’s rock and roll.”
Currently, the Rolling Stone
is on the search for a variety of
live entertainment, and Phillips
says t he bar encou rages
musicians of all trades and
maintains a constant “open
door” policy that will prevent
the overlooking of any new
diamonds in the rough.
Although Phillips claims the
bar still has a long way to go in
terms of style, the vibe of the
bar is also perfectly suited for
the authenticity of classic rock,
combining an ample amount
of coziness, warmth, darkness
and casual fun all in one place.
Phillips rolls with this vibe by
maintaining a subtle sexiness
within the bar, opting out
of the t ypical store-bought

furnishings for a stage outfitted
with simply a Persian rug. A
new piano will be moving in
next week.
“The place has a tavern feel
inside, but outside it’s just like
sitting on your back porch.
Aside from this, the people will
ultimately shape the vibe of the
business, and our hope is that
the Rolling Stone will attract
people who appreciate music,
art, poetry, philosophy and
camaraderie of a genuine bar,”
Phillips said. “We want people
to come because they love the
people who hang out there as
well as the way we do business.”
A s for t he f ut ure of t he
bar, Phillips foresees constant
genu i ne g row t h for t he
business, as well as the brand.
Shying away from the typical
flashy ads, the Rolling Stone
w i l l cont i nue to f lou r ish
through a network of satisfied
pat rons, he said, alt hough
drink specials will be on the
menu daily. And come spring,
the bar will hold its grand
opening, complete with a lunch
and dinner menu comprised of
healthy options like sandwiches
and salads. The bar will also be

Photos by Alexis Griffith / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The new Rolling Stone Bar on Rosewood Drive, which combines
music and nightlife, will have its official grand opening this spring.
rolling out its “First Annual
Rolling Stone Box Car Derby”
race this spring, with hopes it
will become one of Columbia’s
most recognized and enjoyed
events. The Rolling Stone will
also continue to expand over
the holiday season, developing
t he outdoor space to host
festivals and events.
“The long-term goal for
the business is to become an
iconic brand synonymous with

a superior experience, and
that we can one day expand
to other cities and see the
Rolling Stone rolling to a town
near everyone,” Phillips said.
“However, for now, we hope
to simply show people a good
time, create a great atmosphere
and great memories.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

‘Polaroid Stories’ compensates plot holes with acting
USC production
showcases students
in controversial show
Katie Cole

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtesy of Adam Bintz

Second-year theatre student Caroline Wilson plays Philomel in the USC production
of “Polaroid Stories.” Wilson was one of two undergraduate students in the play.

Promoted as a show
about homeless youth
— whose stories model
those of Greek gods and
goddesses — “Polaroid
Stories” was set to be a
controversial show, full
of g raph ic sit uat ions
and a profuse amount of
swearing.
The set is designed
to look like a run-down
a l ley somewhere i n
New York City, where
young, homeless addicts
come to live. The show
beg i ns w it h one of
t he ma i n cha rac ters,
D ( Dionysus) , played
by A ndy Her na ndez ,
giving a speech about a
boy he used to know —
“Speedracer.” He briefly
introduces the concept of
how the boy he used to
know loved getting high
and being on a high. He
finishes his monologue
and then exits the stage.
The show has 10 cast
members , each playing
a young addict whose
story resembles that of
a specific Greek god or
goddess. The characters
often reference being
a god or tell stories of
the gods at some point
during the play, showing

how that story represents
his or her life, but other
t han t hat, t he Greek
my t holog y stor y line
is d if f ic u lt to fol low
without prior knowledge
of the stories.
The play itself is told
in a spoken word, almost
poet ic ro ck concer t .
Mo der n ro c k , he av y
met a l, pu n k a nd rap
music play a heavy role
t hroughout t he show,
almost present at every
key scene. While this is a
fantastic, edgy way to put
on a show, the story line
loses some of its meaning
along the way.
The show disappoints
in its ending. Obviously
no one is going to live
happily ever after in a
production like this, but
t here are some loose
ends. We hardly learn
a ny t h i ng about t he
character Echo, played by
theatre graduate student
Cat her i ne Fr ie sen ,
w it h her cha rac ter
leaving the show poorly
e xe c ut e d — re a l l y a
waste of writing. I want
to know if Persephone
(S e m e l e) , p l a y e d b y
theatre graduate student
Jessi Noel, continues to
live in the alley, offering
places to stay for those
who were lost, or if she
dec ide s to move on.
And I desperately want
to know what happened
to Eurydice , played by
theatre graduate student

Amanda Forstrom, after
she kills the man who
truly loves her. Does she
move on? Does she get
herself out of the life she
was in?
However, the level of
acting abilit y that the
eight graduate students
and two undergraduates
demonstrate is
phenomenal. Each of the
characters establish an
emotional connection,
and although each doesn’t
have a completely telling
backstory or narrative,
I could still empathize
with them and root for
them along the way.
Pl ay w r ight Naom i
Iizuka did a great job
with developing strong
c h a r ac ter s , w it h t he
exception of Echo and
possibly Philomel, played
by second-year theatre
student Caroline Wilson.
Director Steven Pearson
does a wonderf ul job
of ma k i ng su re each
character’s personality
is clear and that their
struggles are evident to
the audience.
It is wonderfully acted,
t hough t he plot does
leave beh ind a lot of
questions. Catch up on
your Greek mythology
— or just completely
forget about that aspect of
the play — and “Polaroid
Stories” w ill impress
with its eloquently acted,
sometimes racy tale.
“Polaroid Stories” runs
through Saturday. Shows
are at 8 p.m. tonight
and 7 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Sat urday. Tickets are
bet ween $10 and $16.
There is a half-price
discount for the 11 p.m.
show on Saturday.

Comments on this story?
V isit dailygame cock.
com/mix
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

3BD, 2BA one mile to USC, Old
Shandon,fenced yard. 318-0729
1BR-$400 @VIRGINIA & OLYMPIA
1BR-$400 near RM Heart Hosp
Kit w appl-carpet-H20-Swr pd
Lease-App-SDep. 803-238-6916

EMPLOYMENT
Part Time Microsoft SQL
Programmer
Part Time Microsoft SQL
programmer needed to build
queries for a complex database
project related to financial
modeling. MS SQL experience
required, Capital IQ database
experience desirable. After initial
orientation, most work can be
done remotely. Send resume
and relevant experience to SQL@
mailsouth.net.
Email tbradley@mailsouth.net

Outback Steakhouse/Harbison
We are currently hiring for part
time fry cooks, grill cooks, and
salad cooks. All positions cross
with dishwashing. Evening work
only, flexible scheduling, many
benefits available. We are looking
for people with experience in the
restaurant industry. High paced
volume a plus! Apply on line at
www.OSICareer.com/Outback
restaurant number 14111. we will
contact you based on successful
completion of the application
process.
Email obs4111@outback.com
Horse Carriage Drivers Wanted
Drivers for horse-drawn carriages
wanted Weekend and Holiday
evening hours. Horse experience
preferred. Drivers license required.
Resume: ColumbiaCarriage@aol.
com or 803.227.3833

EMPLOYMENT
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253
English riding instructors,
Hunter jumper/dressage. Min
3 afternoons/week. 20 minutes
from campus. 786-8400
LongcreekEques@aol.com
make great money commission
plus tips. sell jello shots at the
Orchid Bar next to the stadium.
9-12pm this saturday and 3-7 pm
next saturday.call 803-422-6634.

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury party
cruise. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

LINE AD RATES

1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO

Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE

Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY

Interested in

design?
Contact us!

dailygamecockdesign@gmail.com

TAYLOR SWIFT
7 p.m., $27–$71.50
Colonial Life Arena, 801 Lincoln St.

TODAY
JOSH ROBERTS & THE HINGES
W/ TEN TOES UP, DANIELLE HOWLE
8 p.m., $10
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.
TOWN MOUNTAIN
W/ BARRETT SELLERS DUO
8 p.m., $10
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.

TOMORROW
JORDAN ENGLISH BAND
10 p.m., free
Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St.
WESLEY COOK W/ MICAH
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6 in
advance / $8 day of show
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.

11/18/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

11/18/11

1 2 3 4

for 11/17/11

ACROSS
1 *Rock conqueror?
6 Ilk
10 *Soy milk brand
14 Diminish, as trust
15 Court target
16 Singer with the
platinum 1992
album “The
Celts”
17 *Dental checkup
freebie
19 Hungarian spa
city
20 “30 Rock” is
loosely based on
it, brieﬂy
21 Georgia campus
22 Transparent
personality?
23 Webber’s partner
24 Stink ending
25 Are proper for
28 *Wile E. Coyote
buy
32 Napoleon, before
seeing Elba?
33 Its symbol is “$”
34 West Bank initials
35 *Gets creative
39 *Extent
41 “Alice” spinoff
42 Gives goose
bumps, maybe
44 Pennsylvania
port
45 *Flashy display
48 Umbrella brand
49 Idiot
50 Finalize, as a
comic strip
52 Pub drinks
54 Sudden
outpouring
55 Sch. with a
Phoenix campus
58 Comic book
buyer of old?
59 *Beginner’s piano
piece
61 Analogous
62 Forceful takeover
63 John who played
Gomez Addams
64 *Forged check
65 Maker of Kate
Moss fragrances
66 It celebrates
National Day on
October 1 (and
it’s where the
answers to
starred clues
were invented)

DOWN
1 Bo and Barney,
e.g.
2 Mountain climber
Ralston, subject
of “127 Hours”
3 Hustler’s game
4 Atlanta summer
hrs.
5 Warm up
6 Crowd
7 Words to one on
deck
8 Nosegay
9 Bk. before
Philippians
10 Envision a way
11 To a great extent
12 Caustic ﬂuids
13 Go-__
18 ASCAP rival
22 Union member?
23 Like pintos
24 Lhasa __
25 Alberta national
park
26 “Christ Stopped
at __”
27 Amount requiring
a credit card
authorization
29 Japanese chip
maker
30 Borden mascot
31 Derby prize
36 Some green

Solutions from 11/17/11

acres
37 “Star Wars”
treedweller
38 Sun. talk
40 Drudge
43 Abandon, with
“on”
46 Oregon Ducks’
home
47 Irritable
48 Pin in a shirt
51 Gold units: Abbr.
52 Mt. Rushmore’s
state
53 Joint Web project
54 “Buzz off!”

55 When Emile sings
“Some Enchanted
Evening”
56 Word with care or
cream
57 Oliver North’s
alma mater: Abbr.
59 V x LX
60 -like relative
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CHANGE OF COLORS

USC golfer Katie Rose
Higgins is in for an
interesting Saturday

Photo Courtesy of South Carolina Athletic Media Relations

Katie Rose Higgins, a sophomore on the USC women’s golf team, is the daughter of Kevin Higgins, the head Citadel football coach. She’ll be rooting for the bulldogs Saturday.

James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Katie Rose Higgins, a sophomore on the USC
women’s golf team, looks the part as she takes a seat
in a room just off the entrance to the playing field at
Williams-Brice Stadium earlier this week. She wears a
garnet T-shirt, “South Carolina” boldly written across
the front in black letters.
However, when she returns to the stadium Saturday
and actually walks on the field, the color of her shirt will
change to blue.
Citadel blue.
Such is life when your father is a head football coach
whose team is going to play your school. Higgins is a
Gamecock through and through, but blood is thicker
than water. When her father Kevin Higgins leads The
Citadel against No. 14 USC on Saturday, she’ll be a
Bulldog, standing right by him on the sidelines.
“All the students here at USC are ready to get a big
‘W,’” said Katie Rose, “and I know they’re playing my
dad’s team, so it’s going to be funny.”
Family experiences
A day like Saturday isn’t unprecedented for the
Higgins family. Since Kevin Higgins was named The
Citadel’s head coach in 2005, Katie Rose Higgins’
older siblings, Meaghan and Tim, have had experiences
similar to what she will go through.
Tim Higgins was a walk-on at Florida before
graduating and transferring to The Citadel to play for
his father for a season as a graduate student. After his
playing days were over, he accompanied his father to
The Citadel’s game against the Gators in Gainesville in
2008, watching both of his alma maters play.
Meaghan Higgins was a student at Clemson in 2008
when the Bulldogs played in Death Valley. She spent the
game standing right by her dad, holding the cords to his
headset. Katie Rose said she may do the same Saturday,
and that if she does her sister has given her advice about
how to handle the situation.
“You don’t want to get screamed at in the heat of
battle, moving around,” Katie Rose said.
That shouldn’t be a problem, though. While she has
only been able to attend two Citadel games this season
— balancing the golf team’s schedule, The Citadel’s
schedule, USC football’s schedule and opportunities to
return home to Charleston is difficult — the atmosphere
on the sideline will be nothing new. She is a frequent
visitor at Citadel practices in the summer and goes on

recruiting trips with her father. Her familiarity with the
time and energy her father gives to his program makes it
easy for her to pull for his side on Saturday.
“It’s not even a question for me because I see how
hard my dad works and how much he’s invested into his
players,” she said.
Katie Rose Higgins understands how important it is
for a coach to win as many games as he can. Being the
daughter of a college coach is “extremely tough,” she
said. “First of all, you’re moving around a lot.”
Born in Pennsylvania, she left the Keystone State in
2001 when Kevin Higgins left Lehigh after 13 seasons
— the last seven as head coach — for a four-year stint as
a Detroit Lions assistant coach — first as a quarterbacks
coach then later as a receivers coach — before taking
the job at The Citadel. Those long, losing seasons in the
Motor City taught her a great deal about the pressure
involved in the coaching profession.
“You know how many hours football coaches put in to
their job,” she said. “And then to see it — just games lost
and people always criticizing them. And at the bigger
level, I have friends [who] get a ‘For Sale’ sign put in
their yard after they lose a game. It’s just really, really
tough.”
It’s not as bad at smaller schools such as The Citadel,
she said, and being away at USC makes handling
whatever losses her dad’s team may suffer a bit easier.
“When you’re at home or anything like that, you see
the newspapers the next day,” she said.
“Your teachers are making jokes about the team the
next day if they lose. Even in our classes here, we always
joke about the Gamecocks either way. But if it’s your dad
on the other side ... ”
Learning from it all
The tough losses and moments over the years have
served as lessons, Katie Rose said. Not so much the on
field results, but the way her father, and also her mother
Kay, a former basketball coach, handle them. These
lessons have helped her as a golfer.
“Both parents completely understand sports,” she
said. “The biggest thing they’re helpful with is when
I face adversity. Just getting through that because it’s
always going to come at you.”
Since arriving at The Citadel, Kevin Higgins is
31-46. The Bulldogs are 4-6 this season, and have lost
four games by seven points or less. But through it all, his
daughter said, he doesn’t change.
“He prepares all week for a game, and win or lose,
you’ve got to get up the next day and start getting ready

for the next one,” she said. “He’s just the best at being
optimistic and letting go of the past and trying to find
the best in everything.”
Kevin Higgins also has a sense of humor about his
team’s chances as it heads in its game against a bigger,
stronger, faster USC squad.
Former Air Force head coach Fisher DeBerry, a
Cheraw native and Wofford graduate, held a charity
event for his foundation at a Columbia hotel in July.
In attendance were the head football coaches from the
state’s biggest collegiate programs, including Higgins
and USC coach Steve Spurrier. Katie Rose Higgins
attended the event with her father.
At one point during the night, Kevin Higgins
was talking with Spurrier, whose love of golf is welldocumented, when he made a playful suggestion:
Forget the game. Instead, Katie Rose Higgins and
Spurrier should play 18 holes of match play. Whoever
wins claims the victory for the school they represent.
Spurrier didn’t go with the idea, but he did laugh a
bit, Katie Rose said.
Facing long odds
You can’t blame Kevin Higgins for trying, though.
His daughter probably has a better chance of beating
Spurrier on the golf course than his team has of beating
USC.
Katie Rose Higgins wants the Bulldogs to win.
But she’s also realistic. Since her father has been the
coach at The Citadel, his teams have played Arizona,
Clemson, Florida, Florida State, North Carolina, Ole
Miss, Pittsburgh, Texas A&M and Wisconsin, losing by
multiple touchdowns each time.
The game against the Gators in 2008, the year that
UF won the national championship, sticks out in her
mind. When she saw then-Florida quarterback Tim
Tebow run onto the field at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium,
she said she was overcome with emotions.
“I literally started to cry, just because I knew he was
so much bigger than every other player on our team,”
she said.
Florida went on to win that game, 70-19. While the
final score Saturday might not be as lopsided, chances
are the Gamecocks will post a dominating victory.
Katie Rose understands this, but that doesn’t mean she
isn’t going to support her father and his team. She points
to the 2007 date at Wisconsin — the Bulldogs were tied
at 21 with the Badgers going into halftime — as proof
HIGGINS ● B2
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GAMEDAY 411:
The Citadel vs. South Carolina
WHERE: Williams-Brice Stadium in Columbia (capacity of
80,250)
WHEN: Kickoff is scheduled for noon.
THE LINE: There is no line.
TICKETS: The game is sold out.
TELEVISION: The game will be televised on Pay-Per-View. Andy
Demetra will be the play-by-play man. Brad Muller is the color
analyst. A replay of the broadcast will be shown Sunday at 8 p.m. on
SportSouth.
RADIO: Locally, the game will be broadcast on 107.5 FM. Todd
Ellis will handle play-by-play duties. Tommy Suggs is the color
analyst. Terry Cousin is the sideline reporter. The local broadcast
will be simulcast on Sirius XM Satellite Radio. The game will be on
Sirius channel 220 and XM channel 199.
WEATHER: The forecast for the Columbia area on Saturday calls
for partly cloudy with a 20-percent chance of precipitation. The
high will be 64 degrees while the low will be 44 degrees.
PROHIBITED ITEMS: The following items are now banned
from the Williams-Brice Stadium: oversized bags and purses that
exceed a 17-inch long, 12-inch wide, 10-inch tall frame with the
exception of diaper bags; video cameras, tripods and detachable
camera lenses more than 6 inches; personal seatbacks with armrests;
and unauthorized masks of any kind. Backpacks will be allowed into
the stadium. However, alcohol remains prohibited in the stands.
Fans with alcohol are at risk of ejection and possible arrest.
NEW IN 2011: The Athletics Department announced several new
features to gameday for this season. The notable ones: There will be
a new Under Armour merchandise location inside Gate 2. The Hall
of Captains (West Ground Level) will reopen two hours prior to
kickoff and remain open until kickoff. Gates 4, 14, 16, 22 and 25 are
early gates and will open two hours prior to kickoff. All other gates
will open with 90 minutes before the start of the game. A fan help
text system has been established. To utilize it, text USC, a space and
then an issue and location to 69050.

Photo Courtesy of USC Media Relations

Record Watch
Career Receiving Yards
1. Alshon Jeffery 2,784
2. Kenny McKinley 2,781
3. Sterling Sharpe 2,497

Career Receiving Touchdowns
1. Sidney Rice 23
2. Alshon Jeffery 20
3. R. Brooks / J. Kelly / K.
McKinley 19

Career Receptions
1. Kenny McKinley 207
2. Alshon Jeffery 172
3. Sterling Sharpe 169

STUDENTS ENCOURAGED: USC students who enter the
stadium an hour or more prior to kickoff with a student ticket will
receive an extra loyalty point. Students with lower-level tickets
(sections 23–34) will receive wristbands at the entrance and should
enter through gates 23, 25 and 26. The 2,100 student with seats in
the upper east stands must enter through Gate 18 and will not be
permitted to enter the lower level.
SERIES: South Carolina leads 39-7-3.
LAST MEETING: The Citadel 38-35 in Columbia in 1990

HIGGINS ● Continued from B1
anything could happen.
“There’s hope,” she said. “There’s
a reason why you play the game. You
don’t know what the outcome’s going
to be.”
The fact the Bulldogs get to play
the Gamecocks late in the season is
something Katie Rose said her father
feels could benefit his team.
“It’s positioned so USC is playing
Clemson next week, so it’s not like
they’re going to be up for this game in
particular,” she said. “My dad sees it as
[the Bulldogs are] already over; they’ve
played all their important games so if
they get any big injuries or anything,
it’s the end of the season anyways. So
the timing’s pretty good.”
Another source of hope is the scare
Navy gave USC earlier this fall. The
Bulldogs run the same triple option
offense the Midshipmen employ.
“Just like the Navy game would be
nice,” she said. “But we’ll see.”
Katie Rose Higgins wasn’t able to
attend the Navy game due to a golf
outing. Nor was she at USC’s game
against Furman last season, which also
plays into Saturday’s contest. Like when
the Paladins came to town, The Citadel
arrives having won the last meeting
between the two teams. The Bulldogs
beat USC 38-35 in 1990.
“But that was a long time ago,”
Katie Rose said. “USC was obviously a
different program then.”
Kevin Higgins said as much during
his press conference earlier this week.
Katie Rose Higgins said he has heard
about the 1990 game more than he has
talked to his players about it, agreeing
with her that it is a different era. He
said he’s told his players, but that won’t
be their focus.
Spurrier said 1990 is a bit closer
than he thought the game was — he
mistakenly thought the game was
played in 1980 — and that he has told
his team as well.
“I mentioned that to our team that
it is a very big deal if an in-state school
beats the state university anywhere,”
he said. “We’ll be ready to play these
guys.”
Breaking it down
K at ie Ro s e H ig g i n s s a id her
teammates have been very supportive
of the dilemma she’s about to deal with.
“They know how much I get into
my dad’s team and stuff, so they’re not
going to put any pressure on it or tease
me about it,” she said. “But we have
recruits coming in [this] weekend, so

that’s going to be a little hard too.”
Her responsibilities with the visiting
recruits as well as her father’s strict
schedule means there probably won’t be
a great deal of down time for the family,
Katie Rose said. But she will be with
him on the sideline, and will attend
the team’s Saturday morning chapel,
which will be led by Jack Easterby,
the director of USC’s Fellowship of
Christian Athletes chapter.
Katie Rose also said her friends on
the USC football team have been OK
with the situation, even having some
fun with it when she told them before
the season.
“They all just kind of rolled their
eyes at me,” she said. “Like, ‘Oh please,
Citadel.’”
A perfect day for Katie Rose would
end with the Bulldogs pulling off a
shocking upset. But in the event that
doesn’t happen, what’s the next best
scenario?
“Keep it close until halftime, third
quarter,” she said. “Just make some big
plays and hope, maybe a kickoff return
for a touchdown. When you get a small
school like that, that’s how you end up
winning. Turnovers or a kickoff return
for a touchdown, just because you’re
mismatched at every position.”
No matter what happens, Katie Rose
said she would be proud of her father
and of both teams. Being a studentathlete, she said she understands how
tough competing and going to school
at the same time can be. She has joined
many USC football players at early
morning workouts and seen firsthand
how challenging life is for the “unique
kids” that choose to attend The Citadel
and play for her father. Her hope is the
Bulldogs can make some plays, hang
in the game for a few quarters and end
their season on a high note, but she
knows that might be too tall a task.
“Obviously USC’s defense is so good.
It’s just going to be really hard for The
Citadel to move the ball,” she said. “I
just think it’s going to be tough with
( Jadeveon) Clowney and the boys up
front, running the triple option, but
we’ll see.”
Whatever she does see, Katie Rose
said there’s “no doubt” about one thing.
Come Sunday, the color of her shirt will
change again.
It’ll be back to garnet. She is a
Gamecock, after all.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

BEHIND ENEMY LINES:

Five Questions with The Brigadier

The Gamecock sits down with Citadel student newspaper
Cadet Capt. Brent Little & Cadet Master Sgt. Cody Mccoy
BRIGADIER SPORTS EDITORS

1. How efficiently run is the Bulldogs’ triple option?
The Citadel has been gett ing better at t he t riple opt ion since it
implemented it last year; however, like any new play there is still room
for improvement. There needs to be a concise discipline between the
quarterback and the running back. In addition the new play calls for better
blocking abilities in the front and more discipline in the pitch.
2. Has there been talk around campus about the 1990 game?
There has been talk on campus due to the historical precedence of the
game, and we feel it will certainly be an interesting game.
3. What should USC fans know about the defense?
It’s the team’s most consistent attribute that we have to offer.
4. What do the Bulldogs need to do to remain competitive?
The Bulldogs need to start strong and finish in the fourth quarter.
In recent games they had a lot of slow starts and a lot of fourth-quarter
comebacks by opposing teams. There has been only one game when they
had a significant loss; the others were quite close.
5. Your prediction, and why?
The Gamecocks will win because of their superior size and speed.
Coupling both attributes will certainly be a challenge and somewhat difficult
to overcome. USC has one of the best defenses in the SEC. In addition, the
Gamecocks have a superior passing and rushing mix. The Citadel only has
the triple option, which is relatively new and still in practice.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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DEFENSEAround
Second go-round
the SECwith option
Gamecocks get another crack
at unorthodox ground attack
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It’s déjà vu all over again for the South Carolina defense.
USC’s first home game of the season was against a Navy
team that collected 274 rushing yards out of a triple option
offense. It took an interception by Antonio Allen in the
game’s final minute to put an end to the Midshipmen’s
upset bid.
Nine weeks later, Carolina will play host to another triple
option team, and it will look for its strong performance
in the fourth quarter of the Navy game to carry over
against The Citadel. Taking advantage of their previous
experience against an unpredictable offensive scheme, the
Gamecocks will rely on discipline in assignments to stop
the Bulldogs’ rushing attack.
“We’ll try to improve things that we did in the Navy
game,” defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward said. “We
didn’t execute as well as we’d like. We were better in the
fourth quarter than we were in the first three, so we’re
going to try to improve some of the things we did in the
Navy game. I think the speed that we saw against Navy
will help us, because you have to be disciplined when you
go up against this kind of offense.”
The Citadel rarely t urns to the passing game,
averaging less than 35 yards per game in the air. But the
Bulldogs average 291 rushing yards per contest , led by
sophomore running back Darien Robinson and sophomore
quarterback Ben Dupree. Redshirt senior Rickey Anderson
and freshman quarterback Aaron Miller round out the list
of Bulldogs that average more than 40 rushing yards per
game.
USC’s defenders are prepared for the unpredictability
that a triple option offense brings, and defensive end
Melvin Ingram said the Gamecocks will count on each
other to stick with their assignments.
“We have to go out and defend it no matter if I like it or
not,” Ingram said. “They’re on our schedule. We’re trying
to go out and get the victory, so we have to go out and
defend it. [We’ll] play more assignment-wise. The coaches
tell us that every time. You can’t guess what they’re going
to do. You just have to play your assignment and trust your
teammates.”

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Defensive tackle Travian Robertson will be key for South Carolina’s defense against the Bulldog triple option.
Carolina will turn to defensive tackle Travian Robertson,
last week’s SEC Defensive Lineman of the Week, to anchor
the defense. Robertson’s coaches and teammates praised
the leadership and energy he adds to the defensive line and
the entire football squad.
“[Robertson] is a tremendous football player,” Ingram
said. “He’s a real stud. He brings a lot to our football team
and our defensive line. We try to carry our team off our
backs. We feel like if we play hard, they feed off our energy.

Travian brings a lot of energy to our defensive line.”
The redshirt senior stressed the need to prepare for the
speed the Bulldogs will bring.
“It’s difficult because you’re not going to get a good
look,” Robertson said. “They run it well, and they do a lot
of different stuff out of the same formation. It’s difficult
because you’re not going to get the same look from the
DEFENSE ● B6

OFFENSE Around
Breakout week
for pass game?
the SEC

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC quarterback Connor Shaw ran for more yards than he passed for against Florida. The Gamecocks are optimistic that might change against The Citadel on Saturday.

USC hopes to find stride
in air — finally
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

On a single play against Florida, South
Carolina got a glimpse of what could be.
After having passed for only 370
yards total in the previous three games,
quarterback Connor Shaw found wide
receiver Ace Sanders for a 46-yard
completion.
“I told him to just let it go,” Sanders
said. “I said, ‘Whatever you do, just
throw it — we need a big play.’ He came
through and threw a perfect ball.”
As the Gamecocks prepare to play The
Citadel, they’ll look to give themselves a
leg to stand on in the passing game and
replicate the brilliance they saw in the
pass to Sanders.
“I see it as a big chance for everybody,”
Sanders said. “I wouldn’t call it a
confidence boost, but it’s like somewhere
to get back on your feet. I mean, you have

got to build some type of confidence
somewhere. I guess this is a good place
to build on.”
With the season drawing to a close, it
could seem odd that USC is still looking
for a place to build on its passing offense.
But after having to win with the running
game for the most part this season, the
Gamecocks will take any opportunity to
breathe life into the aerial attack.
“Hopefully,” said Shaw about the
chance to spark the passing game against
the Bulldogs. “We’ve been looking to do
that for four weeks now. Maybe this will
be the weekend, but we’ll see.”
Shaw finished with just 81 passing
yards in the win over Florida. The 46yard pass to Sanders matched Shaw’s
career long pass play to tight end Rory
Anderson against Kentucky.
Shaw was a major factor in t he
running game against Florida, having 88
yards on the ground. Being a dual-threat
quarterback is something Shaw picked
up in high school playing in an offense
similar to West Virginia’s.

“I was never under center in high
school,” Shaw said. “I was always in the
gun. I did some drop-back passing in the
gun but never under center. It’s just one
of the things I’ve had to work on here
and make the transition into.”
A f ter t he w in over t he G ators,
coach Steve Spurrier said Shaw throws
“beautifully” in practice but also said
that it was Sanders who came to him
and said he could run past the defender
covering him.
“We run the curl route the first time,
and [the defender] pretty much just
sat on it,” Sanders said. “So I just told
[Spurrier] to come back and run the
streak — if he’s going to stand still then
we could just run by him.”
The communication between the
receiving corps and the coaching staff
is something the Gamecocks will look
to continue against The Citadel in the
hopes of improving the pass offense.
“It feels good to know that [Spurrier]
has confidence in not just me, but the
other receivers too,” Sanders said. “A

lot of people go back and tell him what
we see on the field. He’s coaching and
on the sideline; he can’t see what we see.
Sometimes they depend on us to say
what coverage it is.”
For Spurrier, a coach k nown for
wanting to throw the ball downfield,
he has had to rely on the running game
to win games this season as the passing
offense has struggled. After seeing a
glimpse of Shaw’s potential in the pass
to Sanders, fans might see a glimpse of
the old Spurrier as USC looks to air out
their passing woes against The Citadel.
“You don’t go into a game saying
we’ll experiment throwing the ball
every down,” Spurrier said. “We’d like
to throw better than we have been, but
we’d like to mix it up and win a ball game
the best we can. We need to improve our
passing game and see if we can do a little
bit better. We need to win the game first
and foremost.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Wide receiver Malcolm Mitchell (26) and No. 13 Georgia can win the SEC East, and dash USC’s faint hopes, simply by defeating Kentucky at home in Athens on Saturday.

Georgia a win away
from Eastern Division title
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Kentucky at No. 13 Georgia
(Saturday at 12:21 p.m. on SEC
Network)
The Bulldogs control their own
destiny in the SEC East, and they
welcome the Wildcats knowing
they can clinch the division with
a win. Georgia has won eight
straight games since its loss to South
Carolina, obliterating Auburn last
week behind 224 passing yards from
quarterback Aaron Murray and more
than 100 rushing yards from both
Carlton Thomas and Isaiah Crowell.
Coach Mark Richt said his team is
completely focused on the task of
winning this weekend.
“We’re excited about the
possibility of winning the SEC
Eastern Division championship,”
Richt said. “That’s the goal: win the
game, and if we win that game we’re

in. We know what’s at stake. I think
our guys are going to continue to
stay focused throughout the week. I
can’t imagine them going backwards
now. We’re in a good place right
now. I just hope we continue to
prepare well and play well.”
The hapless Wildcats have one
just one conference game this year,
falling to Vanderbilt as freshman
quarterback Maxwell Smith struggled
in his first road start. Kentucky’s
streak of five consecutive bowl games
is in dire straits, and coach Joker
Phillips said his team doesn’t have
the playmakers to lead the way to an
improbable road upset.
“The thing that we are lacking is
a guy to throw screen to, a 5-yard
play to, and he turns it into a 50yard play,” Phillips said. “Our screen
game has been big for us over the
years. That’s an easy throw for a
young quarterback. It’s an easy throw
for an old quarterback. But it’s a play
that gives the team confidence when
you can throw a screen, which is
behind the line of scrimmage, for a
player and he can turn it into a 40-,

50-yard play, and we don’t just have
that ability right now.”
No. 1 LSU at Ole Miss (Saturday
at 7 p.m. on ESPN)
The rivalry between the Tigers
and the Rebels has featured some
tightly contested games, including a
2009 matchup that ended in a 25-23
victory for Ole Miss after LSU coach
Les Miles mismanaged the clock on
his team’s final drive, leaving them
at the Rebels’ 1-yard line as time
expired. Although the Tigers bring
an undefeated record and a No. 1
ranking to Oxford, Ole Miss coach
Houston Nutt has not discounted
the possibility of an upset.
“It has always been a very physical
and tough game for us,” Nutt
said. “Their guys are riding on an
awful big high, and they have good
things going for them. They know
they are fighting for a National
Championship berth. We are on the
flip side of that, but the bottom line
is that we have an opportunity to
play the best in the country in our
last home game for the seniors. We

have a lot to play for. I am expecting
everyone to give everything they
have.”
The rivalry between the two
teams is underscored by a personal
rivalry between the coaches. After
Nick Saban left LSU in 2004, Nutt
was considered for the Tigers’
head coaching position but opted
to stay at Arkansas, opening the
door for Miles. Nutt has been fired
effective at the end of this season
after a disappointing campaign for
the Rebels, but Miles still has great
respect for his opponent.
“Ole Miss is a team that is very
dangerous in the fact that they
will see us as a great rivalry and as
an opportunity to play their best
at home,” Miles said. “We must
be prepared for their best shot.
Certainly we will prepare that way.
I recognize that Houston Nutt is
their coach. They have won a lot of
games under him, and he has won a
lot of games during his career. I’m
certain that they will be prepared
SEC ● B6
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Oklahoma heads to Baylor looking to keep
rejuvenated BCS championship hopes alive
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

No. 5 Oklahoma at No. 25 Baylor (Saturday
at 8 p.m. on ABC Regional)
The Sooners’ once lofty hopes for an invitation
to the national championship game have become
significantly dimmer in recent weeks, but the
possibility for a Big 12 title remains very much
alive. Slated to take on a Baylor offense averaging
40.3 points per game, OU coach Bob Stoops said
his defense will have a tall task in front of it.
“Ever yone k nows about t heir quarterback
Robert Griffin III. He’s had a great year; he
continues to play great,” Stoops said. “They are
very explosive, of course with the athletes they
have. It’s just the type of offense they are running.
Robert’s efficiency throwing the football has
continued to progress and it has been excellent
this year.”
No. 18 Southern California at No. 4 Oregon
(Saturday at 8 p.m. on ABC Regional)
T h e D u c k s s e i z e d c o nt r o l o f t h e Pa c 12 Nort hern division wit h last week’s 53-30
thumping of then–No. 3 Stanford. They’ll look to
avoid a letdown and remain in line for a trip to the
conference title game at home this week against
Southern Cal.
“It was a team victory [over Stanford]. I think
everyone contributed,” said Oregon coach Chip
Kelly. “The defense played [well]. We talked
about it going into halftime up six, we were going
to get the ball that we were going to drive the ball
down the field and score, and we did.”
No. 17 Nebr a sk a at No. 20 M ich ig a n
(Saturday at noon on ESPN)
Both the Cornhuskers and Wolverines enter
the week sitting a game behind Michigan State

in the Big Ten Legends division. With little
room for error to remain in the running for the
conference’s fi rst championship game, Nebraska
coach Bo Pelini said containing Michigan dualthreat quarterback Denard Robinson will be of
great importance.
“I don’t k now anybody across the countr y
that isn’t going to have trouble with a mobile
quarterback. That is the nature of the beast,”
Pelini said. “If you ever tell me somebody said
a mobile quarterback doesn’t put more stress
on you r defense, t hey probably don’t k now
what they’re talking about. It is a whole other
dimension, and that’s why people are doing it.”

have made some very fi ne catches as well. It is a
collective thing. It’s not Collin; it is everybody
who is involved with it.”
Virginia at No. 23 Florida State (Saturday at
7:30 p.m. on ESPN2)
Fresh off their fourth conference victory in the
last five games, the Cavaliers travel to Florida
NATION ● B6

No. 7 Clemson at N.C. State (Saturday at
3:30 p.m. on ESPN)
The Tigers sealed up t he ACC’s At lant ic
div ision wit h last week’s come-from-behind
victor y against Wake Forest. With a chance
to reach 10 wins and complete a sweep of the
division this week at N.C. State, Clemson coach
Dabo Swinney said he doesn’t expect his players
to lack motivation.
“ We haven’t won 10 g a mes i n 21 yea rs,”
Swinney said. “That would be a big deal. A lot
of these guys weren’t even born then. We have
to fi nish strong and be our best. We have to keep
moving forward. We can never be satisfied.”
No. 16 Kansas State at Texas (Saturday at 8
p.m. on FX)
The Wildcats managed to snap a two-game skid
last weekend in dramatic fashion with a quadruple
overtime victory over Texas A&M. With a chance
to post a second straight win over Texas this
week, KSU coach Bill Snyder said his team will
need to continue improving in the passing game.
“I think putting [quarterback Collin Klein] in
a position to do what he has done, the capacity
to have some balance in our offense helps a
great deal,” Snyder said. “We have had some fi ne
performances from some of our receivers that

Ron Jenkins / FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM

Baylor quarterback Robert Griffin III still has Heisman
Trophy aspirations. An upset of fifth-ranked Oklahoma
could ensure him a trip to New York City in December.
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scout team. Obviously, they’re fast.
We have to do the best we can, watch
film and prepare well and just beat
down against the triple option.”
Robertson’s experience has had a
big influence on the freshmen who
are still adjusting to college-level
football. Free safety Brison Williams
will continue to work on his physical
preparation after some mistakes in
execution against Florida.
“ I t hought he played l i ke a
f reshman,” Ward said. “Brison
knows that. He should have made
some tackles he missed. He was in the
right place for the majority. He had
one bust in coverage, but other than
that he was in the right place. He just
didn’t play the game as physically as
we’d like him to.”
Jadeveon Clowney has met the high
expectations placed upon him so far
in his freshman campaign. Clowney
and his teammates have seen the triple
option already, and they have had
to fight to the finish to hold off an
underdog. USC is prepared not to
overlook the Citadel, and the defense
will seek to take the lessons it learned
against Navy to lead the Gamecocks
to another victory.
“It’s pretty hard to prepare for. We
just have to stop the run and beat
them to the spots they want to get to,”
Clowney said. “Even though people
say [Citadel] isn’t a big team, we take
every team like a big team. We’re not
trying to get beat by any team.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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State still in the running for the
ACC’s Coastal division title.
Challenged with knocking off
the Seminoles in Tallahassee,
UVA coach Mike London said
leaving with a victory will not
come easily.
“They have good players all
over the place. Our work is cut
out for us,” London said. “It’s
a tremendous challenge. We’ll
have to play ou r best g a me
to date, no question about it,
when we go on the road and
play these guys in the type of
atmosphere that I’m quite sure
will be created.”
No. 15 Wisconsin at Illinois
(Saturday at noon on ESPN2)
The Badgers fi nd themselves
very much alive in the Big Ten
Leaders division as they travel
to Champaign, Ill., to take on
the Fighting Illini. In spite of
the Illini’s current four-game
losing streak, Wisconsin coach
Bret Bielema said he expects a
challenge from his team’s road
trip this weekend.
“It’s always a special game for
me being from Illinois,” Bielema
said. “Obviously, they’ve had
a little bit of a road bump here
as of late af ter play ing ver y
well at the beginning part of
the year. [They] have battled
through some injuries and been
close on these last couple games
but haven’t been able to come
through.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Arkansas can reach the 10-win plateau for the second consecutive season with a win over Mississippi State on Saturday.
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and that they will do the right things.
We are looking forward to playing a
real quality Ole Miss team playing at
their best.”
Vanderbilt at Tennessee
(Saturday at 7 p.m. on ESPNU)
The Commodores routed
Kentucky this week to improve their
record to 5-5, and with games against
Tennessee and Wake Forest to round
out the season, they have their eye
on earning bowl eligibility for the
first time since 2008. Vanderbilt
coach James Franklin said his team’s
experiences this season have prepared
the players to win in a hostile road
environment.
“I think our guys are gaining and
building in confidence each week,”
Franklin said. “It’s a great challenge,
and I’ve talked about it with the
team, and winning on the road in this
conference, there’s no doubt about
it, that’s where our focus is, to go out
and improve each week. We’ve had
enough experience playing in difficult
environments. I would think all of
those experiences that we had this
year would help us go to Tennessee
and play well.”
The Volunteers been victimized
by a brutal schedule, with last week’s
49-7 loss at the hands of Arkansas
marking their fifth defeat in six
games. Although quarterback Tyler
Bray may be able to play this week
for the first time since he injured
his hand against Georgia on Oct.
9, Tennessee coach Derek Dooley
said he is focused on preparing all of
his players so his team can stop the
bleeding.
“We still have to get the other
guys ready to play, and we will just
kind of take it day by day,” Dooley
said. “We’ve been knocked around
a little bit. We are bleeding, there’s
no question about that. We are on
the ropes, but we are not out. We
are not out yet. We got a good team
coming in this week that is feeling
good, playing good, and we have to
be ready to respond to the challenge.”

and the energy that that’s generated.”
Georgia Southern at No. 3
Alabama (Saturday at 1 p.m. on
Pay-Per-View)
The Crimson Tide recovered
nicely from its disappointing loss to
LSU, beating Mississippi State on the
road last week with a strong defensive
effort and Trent Richardson’s
seventh 100-plus rushing yard game
of the year. Although Georgia
Southern plays in the lowly Southern
Conference, Alabama coach Nick
Saban said his team is aware of the
Eagles’ dangerous running game and
experienced quarterback.
“Teams like this beat Division I
teams all the time,” Saban said. “We
need to have the proper respect for
who we’re playing and how they
do what they do. We also need to
understand that it’s not about them;
it’s really about us and what our goals
are in what we’re doing. It really
doesn’t matter who we’re playing
against … We’ve got to focus on
being led by the goals and things
that this team has an opportunity to
accomplish and technically do a good
job of getting our players ready to
play in this game.”
Mississippi State at No. 6
Arkansas (Saturday at 3:30 p.m. on
CBS)
The Razorbacks welcome the
Bulldogs with a chance to finish the
season with 10 wins for the second
consecutive year and to go undefeated
at home. MSU, facing its second
straight top-10 team after losing to
Alabama last week, does not look like
a threat to Arkansas on paper, but
Razorbacks coach Bobby Petrino said
his team is prepared for a physical
game as it fights for a perfect home
record.
“That’s what makes this a big game
for us,” Petrino said. “It’s been a goal
of ours since we got here to win all
our home games. That’s when you
get started to be a difficult team to
play against. We’ve certainly had
home field advantages all year long
here with our crowd, the excitement

Samford at Auburn (Saturday at
1 p.m. on Pay-Per-View)
The Tigers have a strong
connection with Samford’s football
program, as the Bulldogs’ head coach,
Pat Sullivan, is a former Auburn
quarterback and their offensive
coordinator, Rhett Lashlee, is a
former Auburn graduate assistant.
But the Tigers’ focus is on recovering
from last week’s embarrassing 45-7
loss to Georgia.
“Obviously last week’s performance
was unacceptable to everybody —
our fans, our players, our coaches,
everybody,” Auburn coach Gene
Chizik said. “We’re moving forward.
We had a great practice Sunday
to start the week off. Again, we’re
excited about another opportunity.
That’s a great thing about football.
Most weeks, you go on to the next
week and have a chance to go out
there and play again. We’re going to
embrace this chance to again win our
seventh game of the year.”
Furman at Florida (Saturday at 1
p.m. on Pay-Per-View)
Coming off a 17-12 loss to South
Carolina, the Gators look for their
sixth win of the season against a team
they hasn’t faced since 1990. Although
Florida has won just one of its last six
games, coach Will Muschamp said
his team is focused on improving
every week and eliminating costly
errors that determine the outcome of
a game.
“We continue to take steps
forward,” Muschamp said. “We’re
not consistent enough across the
board. There are guys playing really
good football. There is a really fine
line in winning and losing — there
is a really fine line from being 5-5,
and possibly 8-2 … it’s those eight,
10 plays in a game, and you have to
make them.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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